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Status 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 3/27/06, the following is a non-final communication. 
Prosecution has been re-opened on this case. Claims 1.2, 4-10, and 12-14 have been 
amended. Claims 1-14 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-14 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Koperda et al (US 7,028,088). 

As per claims 1, 7, 9, Koperda et al discloses: 

a processing unit/... having a processing unit/providing... a processing unit, (Col. 
» 1 3, lines 52-54, processor 261 ); 

a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for 
transmitting information between said processing unit and a remote data center via a 
telecommunication network/a data center located remote from said... meter machine; a 
data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for transmitting 
information between said processing unit and said data center via a telecommunication 
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network/and a data transmission device..., (Col.. 13, lines 54-57, downstream 
modulator); 

said data transmission device including a connection arrangement for making a 
communication connection to a shared telecommunication line of said 
telecommunication network, said shared telecommunication line being shared by said 
data transmission device and a further telecommunication device/including in said data 
transmission device a connection arrangement for making a communication connection 
to said shared telecommunication line of said telecommunication network, (Col. 9,lines 
43-48, shows multiple receive/transmit channels where data is transmitted, which may 
be shared with other subscribers); 

a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for monitoring a usage 
status of said telecommunication line, said usage status indicating usage of said 
shared telecommunication line by said further telecommunication device, and for 
providing usage status information to said processing unit/with a monitoring device 
connected..., (Col. 11, lines 24-32, link access control gathers information as to how 
much data each user sharing facilities is transmitting and monitors usage statistics and 
provides this information regarding the status of the data transmission); and 

said processing unit controlling a connection setup to said telecommunication 
network via said shared telecommunication line by said data transmission device 
dependent on said usage status information/controlling, via said processing unit, a 
connection setup..., (Col. 11, lines 34-37, feedback link from the link access control 
informs which network access devices have authorization to transmit and which do not). 
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Koperda et al does not specifically disclose a postage meter machine, where it is 
determined how much to charge for use of postage, but does disclose a system for 
providing billing in a cable environment where meters are used for determining how 
much to charge for use of cable. Therefore, it would be obvious to have a connection 
via shared telecommunication line that is dependent on the usage status information for 
any type of meter, including a postage meter. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have a connection via shared telecommunication line that is 
dependent on the usage status information for a postage meter with the motivation of 
determining how to make a connection for a postage meter in a shared environment, 

As per claims 2, 10, Koperda et al discloses: 

Wherein said processing unit suppresses setup of said connection by said 
data transmission device if said usage status information indicates that said shared 
telecommunication line is in use by said further telecommunication- 
device/comprising via said processing unit, suppressing setup of said connection..., 
(Col. 14, lines 33-43, shows that data transmission goes from all user modems to the 
MHE, and in this case control circuits tell modem when not io transmit to the MHE, 
however, this depends upon the status as shown in col. 11, line 65-Col. 12, line 2, here 
it Is shown that the hub element manager monitors the status of the network, w/Col. 13, 
lines 1 7-23, shows the ability to load infomiation into the LAC (link access control) 
circuit from the hub element manager to determine which users are authorized and the 
level of performance authorized for each user as well as the health of connections). 
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As per claims 3, 1 1 . Koperda et a! discloses: 

wherein said usage status information includes a suppression signal 
generated by said monitoring device/comprising including a suppression signal 
generated..., (col. 14, lines 20-22, each modem includes one or more frequency 
selectable tuners separating the directions of transmission of the combined signal). 

As per claims 4, 12, Koperda et al discloses: 

Wherein said monitoring device identifies an attempt at a connection setup 
via said shared telecommunication line by said further telecommunication 
device, and includes infomriation identifying said attempt in said usage status 
information/comprising identifying, via said monitoring device, an attempt at a 
connection setup..., (Col. 17, lines 14-20, shows new connection attempted, w/cool. 11, 
line 65-Col. 12, line 2, here it is shown that the hub element manager monitors the 
status of the network. w/Col. 13, lines 17-23, shows the ability to load information into 
the LAC (link access control) circuit from the hub element manager to determine which 
users are authorized and the level of performance authorized for each user as well as 
the health of connections). 

As per claims 5, 13, Koperda et al discloses: 

wherein said monitoring device generates an interrupt signal in said 
usage status information upon identification of said attempt, and wherein said 
processing unit, upon receiving said interrupt signal, causes said data transmission 
device to interrupt use of said shared telecommunication line/comprising including an 
interrupt signal in said usage status information upon identification of said attempt.... 
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(Col. 17, lines 9-20, disconnect an existing connection w/ col. 11, line 65-Col. 12, line 2, 
here it is shown that the hub element manager monitors the status of the network, 
w/Col. 13, lines 17-23, shows the ability to load information into the LAC (link access 
control) circuit from the hub element manager to detenmine which users are authorized 
and the level of performance authorized for each user as well as the health of 
connections). 

As per claims 6, 8, 14, Koperda et al does not specifically disclose the following: 
wherein said interrupt signal is a first interrupt signal, and wherein said 
monitoring device, upon receiving a control signal from said processing unit to 
interrupt said use of said shared telecommunication line by said data transmission 
device, generates a second intenrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to 
said data center via said shared telecommunication line before interrupting said 
connection/... and includes a first interrupt signal in said usage status 
information supplied to said processing unit, and wherein said processing unit, 
upon receiving said first interrupt signal, supplies a control signal to said data 
transmission device instructing said data transmission device to interrupt said 
connection, and wherein said data transmission device, upon receipt of said 
control signal, generates a second intemjpt signal and transmits said second 
interrupt signal to said data center via said shared telecommunication line before 
interrupting said connection/wherein said inten-upt signal is a first interrupt signal, and 
comprising generating a second interrupt signal in said monitoring device, upon 
receiving a control signal from said processing unit to interrupt said use of said 
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telecommunication line by said data transmission device, and transmitting said second 
interrupt signal to said data center via said shared telecommunication line before 
interrupting said connection. 

However. Koperda et al does disclose a shared telecommunication line in Col. 
9,lines 43-48, where a connection an attempt at a connection is identified in Col. 17. 
lines 14-20, and a connection may be interrupted by disconnecting an existing 
connection in col. 17, lines 9-20, and where each modem includes one or more 
frequency selectable tuners separating the directions of transmission of the combined 
signal in col. 14, lines 20-22,. It would therefore be obvious to have both a first and a 
second interrupt signal when interrupting a connection since there are actually two lines. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention for the interrupt signal to be a first interrupt signal, and wherein 
said monitoring device, upon receiving a control signal from said processing unit 
to interrupt said use of said shared telecommunication line by said data transmission 
device, to generate a second interrupt signal and transmit said second intermpt signal 
to said data center via said shared telecommunication line before interrupting said 
connection with the motivation of sending an indication to discontinue all connections in 
a shared environment. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




A. R. B. 

November 3, 2006 



